
These are the speeches that Chris has made
since the last Greystanes Report:
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: Consideration 

of Senate Message 19-09-2007
• STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS: Badgerys Creek Airport 19-09-2007
• STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS: Prospect Electorate: Battle for Australia 

Commemorations 17-09-2007
• ADJOURNMENT: Prospect Electorate: Services 13-09-2007
• SUPERANNUATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2007: Second Reading 

13-09-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (2007 MEASURES NO. 5) BILL 2007: Second Reading 

12-09-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (2007 MEASURES NO. 5) BILL 2007: Consideration in 

Detail 12-09-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (2007 MEASURES NO. 5) BILL 2007: Consideration in 

Detail 12-09-2007
• ADJOURNMENT: Iraq  12-09-2007
• FINANCIAL SECTOR LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (SIMPLIFYING REGULATION AND 

REVIEW) BILL 2007: Second Reading 12-09-2007
• INTERNATIONAL TRADE INTEGRITY BILL 2007: SECOND READING - 16-08-2007
• AUSTRALIAN TECHNICAL COLLEGES (FLEXIBILITY IN ACHIEVING AUSTRALIA'S SKILLS

NEEDS) AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2007: SECOND READING - 15-08-2007
• SPEECH: AUSTRALIAN TECHNICAL COLLEGES (FLEXIBILITY IN ACHIEVING AUSTRALIA'S

SKILLS NEEDS) AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2007: SECOND READING - 15-08-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (2007 MEASURES NO. 4) BILL 2007; TAXATION (TRUSTEE

BENEFICIARY NON-DISCLOSURE TAX) BILL (NO. 1) 2007; TAXATION (TRUSTEE BENEFICIARY
NON-DISCLOSURE TAX) BILL (NO. 2) 2007: SECOND READING - 13-08-2007

• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (2007 MEASURES NO. 4) BILL 2007: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL -
3-08-2007

• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: SECOND READING - 08-
08-2007

• MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE: ECONOMY - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• SPEECH: TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007:

CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL -08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL - 08-08-2007
• TRADE PRACTICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: CONSIDERATION IN

DETAIL- 08-08-2007
• STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS: MR BILL GALTON - 08-08-2007
• CORPORATIONS AMENDMENT (INSOLVENCY) BILL 2007: SECOND READING - 08-08-2007
• SUPERANNUATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (TRUSTEE BOARD AND OTHER MEASURES)

(CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL 2007: SECOND READING - 08-08-2007
• STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS: BROADBAND - 21-06-2007
• INTERNATIONAL TAX AGREEMENTS AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 2007: SECOND READING -

21-06-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (SIMPLIFIED GST ACCOUNTING) BILL 2007: SECOND READING -

19-06-2007
• PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS: FUEL PRICES - 18-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 18-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 18-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 18-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 18-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 18-06-2007
• CORPORATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (SIMPLER REGULATORY SYSTEM) BILL 2007;

CORPORATIONS (FEES) AMENDMENT BILL 2007; CORPORATIONS (REVIEW FEES)
AMENDMENT BILL 2007: SECOND READING - 14-06-2007

• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL -14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 1) 2007-2008: CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL - 14-06-2007
• FINANCIAL SECTOR LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (RESTRUCTURES) BILL 2007: SECOND

READING - 13-06-2007
• ADJOURNMENT: DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT SERVICES - 13-06-2007
• MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE: CLIMATE CHANGE - 31-05-2007
• WORKPLACE RELATIONS AMENDMENT (A STRONGER SAFETY NET) BILL 2007: SECOND

READING - 30-05-2007
• ADJOURNMENT: VOLUNTEER SMALL EQUIPMENT GRANTS PROGRAM - 29-05-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (SMALL BUSINESS) BILL 2007: SECOND READING - 24-05-2007
• STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS: SECOND SYDNEY AIRPORT - 24-05-2007
• TAX LAWS AMENDMENT (PERSONAL INCOME TAX REDUCTION) BILL 2007: SECOND

READING - 23-05-2007

If you would like copies of any of Chris’
speeches in Parliament please phone 

9726 4100 or go to www.chrisbowen.net

Chris in Canberra
115 The Crescent Fairfield • PO Box 802 Fairfield 2165 Ph: 9726 4100 Fax: 9724 6115 www.chrisbowen.net

The Greystanes Report
A COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER FROM CHRIS BOWEN – YOUR FEDERAL MEMBER FOR PROSPECT SEPTEMBER 2007

In this edition of the
Greystanes report
we congratulate the
local residents who
were presented with
Older Australian
certificates.

There is also exciting local news
about the Maltese Prime Minister
visiting Greystanes and results of our
campaign for a post office at
Pemulwuy.

In other news Federal Labor has
been putting together a solid set of
policies for the up coming Federal
election, on issues ranging from
housing affordability to the
environment.

As always, if there is any Federal
Government matter you would like to
discuss with me, please contact me
on 9726 4100 or
chris.bowen.mp@aph.gov.au.

Chris Bowen
Federal Member for Prospect

Chris Bowen
writes ...
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Local Community Update

Repaying our 
War Veterans

Kevin Rudd has recently announced a policy that will
increase benefits for our nation’s most severely disabled war
veterans and their widows.

The policy is about delivering justice and fairness to our most
severely disabled war veterans, over 100 of whom live in our
electorate.

Labor will index all above general rate pensions to
movements in the cost and standard of living.

We have an obligation to ensure that people who have
suffered injury whilst serving our nation are properly looked
after.

Labor’s policy is to offer fairer indexation of all above general
rate pensions, including the Special Rate (TPI and TTI),
Extreme Disablement Adjustment and Intermediate Rate
Pensions. 

Veterans currently in recipient of these pensions will be
financially better off under Labor’s policy, which is why the
ex-service community has so warmly welcomed it. 

They have fought for our nation and the least we can do is
ensure that they and their families have a secure financial
situation for the future.

Vietnam Veteran Ken Young

The ability of the Greystanes Centre to fight above their
weight against the bigger clubs has always made me
wonder if they put something in our water. We had over
seventy athletes registered to compete at Zone and thirty-
three were successful in qualifying to the Regional
Championship. Following on from Region was the Great
Eight off to State. Lets me give you their stats; they
competed in sixteen events and were finalist in fourteen
and of the fourteen we claimed eight medals including two
gold, three silver and three bronze. What an absolutely
fantastic result. 

At State we had three debutants and two
athletes competing in four out of a possible
four events! 

They were:

Jonas Bjerremand Debutant. - 60m hurdles.
George Tannous – Debutant – Discus.
Erin Laska –This is the third time Erin has competed at
this level. – Triple Jump.
Eliza Barton State for the fifth time in 1500m and 800m.
Courtney Owens Under 14 girls is competing for the
sixth time.  Courtney is represented in triple jump, 200m
hurdles, 100m, 80m hurdles.
Jacqui Fry will represent our club at State level for the
7th time.  Jacqui will compete in four events in 90mH,
400m, 200m hurdles and long jump.
Grace Kim The first time she has done Little Athletic and
through to State for Javelin. Grace is in the under 15 girls.
Andrew Blunden is competing for the second time in
3000m and 1500m.

Contact Details:
Greg Owens 0438 986362
Leanne 9635 3727 or 0409 736095

Website
www.greystaneslac.com.au

E-mail 
owensg@stgeorge.com.au
leannemoyle@hotmail.com

Graystanes Athletics...Strength To Strength

State Relay Finalist Kaitlin Allan, Olivia Creswick 
Madielyn Nolan  and Gabriella Siderides,

Chris recently hosted the
Older Australians Morning Tea
at Smithfield RSL to recognise
the valuable contribution older
Australians make to our
community.

The Morning Tea is the

community’s chance to recognise

everything our older citizens do

for their families, their

neighbourhoods, and for the

community at large.

An important part of the morning

was the awards presentation.

Chris presented Certificates of

Recognition for those older

Australians living in the electorate

of Prospect nominated by their

peers and the local community.

Larry Stellar provided the very

enjoyable entertainment

Award recipients from Greystanes

Heather Peatman, Tony Sardelich, Gillian Webster. Kevin Massard, 
Denis Romano, Helen Grainger, Bakthan Tychicus

Recognition for those
older Australians

Chris with award winner Mrs Helen Grainger

Hyland Rd Youth Centre
Run various activities and programs for young people 12
to 24 yrs of age, we open for Drop in every Monday,
Wednesday and Thursdays from 4pm until 7.00pm
during drop in times we have free internet access,
computers, playstation  pool tables, air hockey and
basketball court.

We run an intensive music program with monthly band
nights (on the last Friday of every month), a rehearsal
space for young bands with full P/A system.   Our next
band night is on September 28th. 

On October 26th we are having a fund raising band night,
to assist local services who work with young homeless
people, Bands include,  

• Un paid debt • Red Distress • Argyle Sates • Sniperival
• Til death to us part • As Silence Breaks • With more
performers to be announced!!!!!

Entry is $10 and all money raised will go to local services
working with homeless young people, this is a joint project
between Hyland Rd Youth Centre, Holroyd Youth Services
and Party Pig Studios in Girraween

Our workers are here to assist and support  young people
who have issues at School. Home, Work, Drugs or Alcohol
Accommodation issues, and any other issues affecting
there lives.

You can Contact us on 9725 1002 or email:
hylandrd@optusnet.com.au



Managing the weekly household
budget has never been more difficult
for families across Fairfield.

With residents facing high grocery
bills, childcare fees, petrol prices, and
other increases in the cost of living.
The financial pressure on households
is reaching breaking point – people
are struggling to balance their weekly
budget while keeping the roof over

their heads. When you throw in high
average monthly repayments, rising
rents, mortgage repossession and
personal insolvency rates a disturbing
picture emerges.

The price of fruit has jumped by over
8% while the price of vegetables has
increased by 6% in the June quarter.

When you compare Australia’s
performance on grocery prices with
other countries, a disturbing picture
begins to emerge. If you take an
average basket of groceries – the
Consumer Food Price Index – you
find that since 1996, grocery prices in
Australia have risen by 43.6%. 

This is way ahead of New Zealand
(23.4%), the USA (25.1%) and the
United Kingdom (11.6%).

Meanwhile inflation in Australia – the
Consumer Price Index – has risen by
only 28.8% since 1996.

In other words, the increase in
grocery prices over the last decade
has far outstripped inflation.

At the same time the Federal
Government ignores the reality of
Australia’s housing affordability crisis,
with young families being locked into
rising rents and locked out of their
first home.

To combat these issues Federal
Labor has plans for a Petrol
Commissioner, National Grocery
Prices Inquiry, and a Housing
Affordability Fund – looking to protect
consumers and give young families
the opportunity to buy their first
home.

Kevin Rudd and Federal Labor have
announced plans that would see the
consumer price watchdog monitor
grocery prices for the first time. 

A Rudd Labor Government will:

• Strengthen the role of the ACCC to
monitor supermarket prices to
make sure that families are getting
a fair deal;

• Direct the ACCC to conduct a
National Grocery Pricing Inquiry to
report to the Government within six
months, taking submissions from
individuals, consumer groups,
retailers, businesses along the
supply chain and other interested
parties;

• Labor will also ensure that the
ACCC will set up a dedicated
website to publish this pricing
snapshot. This act will serve to
increase transparency in the market
place and exert greater competitive
pressure on the retail market.

Local Community Update Local Community Update Local Community Update

Maltese Prime Minister visit Greystanes

Residents facing high grocery bills

Chris on the campaign trail talking
about the cost of living

Greystanes residents were recently treated to a visit by
The Maltese Prime Minister Dr Lawrence Gonzi.

Dr Gonzi came to Greystanes to launch a Maltese
Community Directory and make a presentation to long
time Greystanes resident Laurie Dimech. 

Dr Gonzi’s visit was part of a wider trip to visit Maltese
Australians to encourage them to take up Maltese
citizenship and learn the Maltese language.

Chris welcomed Dr Gonzi as the local member and as
vice chairman of the Parliamentary friends of Malta. The Maltese Prime Minister and Chris Bowen.

Pemulwuy
Broadband

Chris has recently been
contacted by several residents
in Pemulwuy who have
expressed concern at the
difficulty in gaining access to
broadband services.

The problems that residents
have already identified are: 

• cable is non-existent;   

• access to ADSL services
is limited;   

• wireless providers have 
poor reception.

It is disappointing that in 2007
we still cannot get households
hooked up to basic ADSL
broadband services,
especially when the
technology has well and truly
moved on.

Chris has raised the issue of
broadband in Pemulwuy in
Parliament and is seeking a
meeting with Telstra to
progress the matter.

Community support is
essential to successfully
gaining local services as we
saw with the campaign to
have an Australia Post box
installed at Pemulwuy
Marketplace.

I'll keep you posted with our
efforts to improve broadband
coverage in Pemulwuy.

Families and businesses have once again been hit with
another interest rate rise – the ninth consecutive rate rise
since the Reserve Bank (RBA) began increasing rates.

With the cost of living pressures already straining many
household budgets, the decision by the Reserve Bank to
lift rates will add to already high levels of mortgage stress.

For families with a mortgage on the median priced home of
$400,000, the decision will mean they will now be paying:

• $578 dollars per month more in mortgage repayments
compared to 2002 before the first of Mr Howard’s nine
rate rises.

• An extra $66.70 dollars per month more in mortgage
repayments since the last interest rate rise in August 07.

This will worsen housing affordability pressures faced by
families – as revealed by recently released 2006 Census
data showing more than one in three households with
mortgages in mortgage stress.

Rather than excuses and finger-pointing, Federal Labor has
committed itself to economically responsible policies that
are directed at keeping interest rates low.

• We are committed to keeping a tight rein on the
economy and disciplined spending – we will run budget
surpluses on average over the economic cycle;

• We are committed to the independence of the Reserve
Bank and its inflation targeting regime;

• We will implement policies to fight inflation by tackling
skill labour shortages and infrastructure bottlenecks that
push up business costs.

Interest Rates Rises

Photo courtesy of the Fairfield Champion.
Taken by Sasha Woolley.
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Following the success of the campaign for a post box at Pemulwuy, a
new campaign for a post office at Pemulwuy begins.

The Pemulwuy community is a growing one.

The retailers and residents of Pemulwuy have already gathered over
5,000 signatures asking for a post office at Pemulwuy.

"The residents and retailers of Pemulwuy have already shown their
determination to gain postal services by campaigning for a post box,"
Chris said.

"With over 5,000 signatures asking for a post office at Pemulwuy, this is
the beginning of a serious campaign.

“The last successful campaign for a post box at Pemulwuy was a good
example of how a community can come together, mount a campaign,
and importantly, gain access to new services.

Chris Bowen has written to Australia Post and will be presenting these
petitions to the Parliament in September. 

Campaign starts
for a post office
at Pemulwuy

Left to right - Ainsley Bock, Karen Driscoll, John Kropman and 
Chris Bowen


